


The mission of Forward 
Church
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 Forward Church exists to share the good news of Jesus and to love the people 
He died for. No matter where you are in life, what you have been through, or what you 
think about yourself, you are loved by the God who created you and we want to help 
you see God more clearly. Jesus will always be our message, and people will always 
be our heart. We will be relentless in our reach to the world and will never compromise 
our calling to share the love of Jesus with everyone we meet. 

 Romans 1:16 says “For I am not ashamed of the gospel. For it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes”. This is God’s desire: That a lost world 
would come into relationship with Him through Jesus’ death on the cross. This power 
lies in the hearing of the Gospel and   people choosing to believe and follow Jesus. 
This will always be our main goal: to see a broken world come to faith in Jesus. If not 
us, then who? Matthew 9:37-38 says “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.”  

Around 3 years ago a conversation started between my wife and I that ended with us 
believing that one day church planting may be for us. Ever since that moment we 
have seen God placing people in our lives, placing us in roles, and giving us opportu-
nities that have contributed to building us into church planters. Over the past year we 
have been seeking God specifically with the conviction of planting a church. We have 
seen God confirm this calling over and over again and are excited to head into this 
next season of our lives.

 We hope and pray that as you read through this document that you would be 
in prayer for Forward Church, the people we are called to reach, and our team. We 
also hope that you will consider supporting us financially or even joining our launch 
team.



Why start a new church in 
Middle Tennessee?
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 Murfreesboro Tennessee is a city 
about 25 minutes south of Nashville and 
sits in the exact center of the state and is 
growing. Rutherford county sees around 
10,000 people move there every year. 
That equals out to about 27 people per 
day. Being in the Bible Belt many people 
there grow up “religious” without any real 
personal conviction. The area in and 
around Rutherford County has many 
churches. But we believe God is calling us 
to plant a different kind of church. One 
that is relentless in reaching the lost, and 
is always moving forward. We believe 
God is already preparing the way and is 
stirring in the hearts of the people in that 
area. God cares about Murfreesboro even 
more than we do, and we want to join in on 
what He has already started there.

 

+ Murfreesboro has a projected 
population of 150,000 (2019)

+ 28% claim to be Religious and are 
Evangelical .

+ 7,000 people move to Rutherford 
county every year who do not know 
Jesus 

+ Ranked by Money Magazine as 
one of the top places to live in 2018



What kind of church will 
we be?
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Jesus us the center
We will never be ashamed to say that we are all about Jesus. Everything will be 
about Jesus, what he did for the world, and what he wants to do in the world. We will 
never make this thing about anything else. When we reach eternity we will never get 
another chance to tell another person about what Jesus did for them. So we will 
never waste a moment.

Relentless in our reach
In everything we will ask “How will this impact someone who does not know Jesus? 
Will this push them closer to Jesus or pull them away from Him?”. We will never stop 
asking “What can we do to reach more people”. We will mobilize our congregation 
and encourage them to see that God wants o use them to reach the people around 
them. We will unashamedly celebrate the amount of people who come to know 
Jesus and use that as a mark of success. Our Front door will be wide. All will be 
welcome.

Staff Impact
Our church would be a safe place for staff. A church where staff members are 
valued, appreciated, and celebrated. A place where the staff is impacted and cared 
for just as much as the congregation. While there is a call to sacrifice and give of 
ourselves as a staff in order to reach the lost, the church should never be the reason 
a staff member is no longer in ministry. A church should never be the reason a staff 
member is seeking counseling. The church should bring life to their staff. We will 
work hard. We will at times have long hours. We will sacrifice. But we will celebrate 
and take care of our staff and each other at all costs. We can have the best services, 
the coolest buildings, the largest congregation, and all the money we need. But if we 
have an unhealthy, un motivated, not cared for staff, we will have accomplished 
nothing.
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We will celebrate
The Bible says that there is much rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who comes to 
know Jesus. We will mimic heaven. We will constantly celebrate what God is doing 
in our church. We will celebrate our staff. We will celebrate anything and everything 
we can so that we will always remember what is important and why we do what we 
do. Like stones in the river for the Israelites our celebrations will be memorials for 
how God moves in our church.

What could be over what has been
We will never allow what we have already done to keep us from what we should do. 
Traditions are fun, they are nostalgic, and should always be remembered. But we will 
never cling to a system, a style, an approach, or a method. Anything can and will be 
changed if it reaches more people. Nothing will be sacred except for the command 
to reach.

We do more by doing less
We do not need to be or do everything. Ministries are great and are needed. But we 
will do a few things and we will do them well. By only focusing on a handful of things 
we are able to pour into those things in a way we never could if we were juggling 
100 different ministries. We will be Ruth’s Chris, not Golden Corral.

We will never take this for granted
God, at any moment, could choose to use someone else to accomplish what He 
wants to do. So we will never take this thing for granted. We will always realize that 
while we aim to make life change common in number, that it will never be common 
in significance. We will not take this for granted.

We will do whatever it takes
We will, together, do whatever it takes to accomplish what God has called us to do. 
Nothing is off the table and we will never stop short. God will provide exactly what 
we need as long as we will step out and believe that He could actually do it



What will it look like?
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The Weekend
As a church we will value the weekend worship experiences. For many people this 
will be their first interaction with our church. We will go out of our way and over the top 
to create an environment and a service that leaves them wanting to come back next 
week whether they believe or not. We will strive for excellence in worship, teaching, 
and connection during the weekend. We will go above and beyond for first time 
guests and making sure they leave connected to our church and its body.

Serving
We believe people grow the most while doing. Our primary discipleship structure will 
be through serve groups. These will be groups of people, serving in an area together 
based on their gifts, talents, interests, and relationships. While serving together, 
these groups will grow closer to each other, in their love for the local church, and 
deeper in their knowledge of who Jesus is. Our goal is that these groups would foster 
natural relationships that will lead to better Christian living, discipleship, and naturally 
formed small groups. We also believe that through making serving one of our main 
focuses, that God will organically raise up the next generation of church leaders from 
within our body.

The whole family
We will strive to value to family as whole. Through engaging services that reach 
people of all ages, excellent children's environments, and outreach events we will 
reach all ages. 



About the planter.
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 After spending the first 12 years of 
my life in a small town in middle 
Tennessee, my mom, sister, step-dad and 
I moved to a suburb of Nashville called 
Mufreesboro. We attended church 
regularly at a small baptist church by the 
name of Lighthouse Baptist. I believed 
there was a God but had never entered 
into a real relationship with Him. 
Fast-forward to my freshman year of 
high-school and my mother was 
convinced by my youth pastor to get me 
to summer camp. Unenthusiastically I 
went not expecting much. However that 
week my life was forever changed.  The 
speaker, Sean Sears, shared the gospel in 
a way I had never heard and for the first 
time I realized my need for Jesus. I 
accepted Jesus into my life on June 
15,2006 and I’ve never been the same. 
The following year at the same camp is 
when I realized God’s call on my life to full 
time ministry.

 From there I knew God was calling 
me to the same bible college
 

My youth pastor had attended years 
before. There I met my beautiful wife 
Emily and in the winter of 2013 I asked her 
to marry me. We both had a heart for 
ministry and knew that God was calling us 
to go on that adventure together. 

 In the spring of 2014 we were 
married and started our ministry together 
as the Youth Pastor in a town in the state 
of Texas. God has led us on this adventure 
and taught us many things along the way. 
All of these experiences have culminated 
in us knowing that God is calling us into 
church planting. We know that with his 
power, people willing to follow his lead, 
that anything is possible. And we are 
excited to see what God has planned on 
this next adventure.



Our beliefs.
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God
God is creator of the universe and author of life. God is spirit, and therefore, is timeless. Sovereignly 
possessing all power and all knowledge, He never tires, gains strength, or acquires new knowledge. He is 
all-present in the universe. God never changes.

Genesis 1:1, John 5:26, John 4:24, Colossians 1:15, 1 Timothy 1:17, 1 John 3:20, Isaiah 46:9-10, Psalm 33:6, Psalm 139:7-10, Hebrews 6:18, Malachi 
3:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Genesis 1:26, Genesis 3:22, Isaiah 6:8, Isaiah 48:16, Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14, Hebrews 1:3, Romans 1:18-20, 
John 1:1-3, Matthew 6:9

Jesus
Jesus, the eternal Son of God, exists uncreated and is equal in deity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. The 
promised and prophesied Messiah is the Word that became flesh and made His dwelling among us.

Matthew 1:22-23, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-5, John 14:10-30, Hebrews 4:14-15, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Romans 1:3-4, Acts 1:9-11, 1 Timothy 6:14-15, 
Titus 2:13, John 14:6

The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit, third person of the Trinity, co-equal in deity with God the Father and God the Son, is the 
promised Comforter, the Helper, the Spirit of Christ, who lives in those who follow Jesus.

2 Corinthians 3:17, John 16:7-13, John 14:16-17, 1 Corinthians 2:10-11, Ephesians 4:30, 1Corinthians 12:11, John 14:26, John 15:26, Romans 8:14, 
Romans 8:26, Acts 5:3-4, Hebrews 9:14, 1 Corinthians 2:7, 10, Luke 1:35, Psalm 139:7-10, Acts 8:29, Acts 13:4, Acts 16:6-7, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 
Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 2:12, 1 Corinthians 3:16, Ephesians 1:13, Galatians 5:25, Ephesians 5:18, Ephesians 3:19

The Bible
The Bible, containing Old and New Testaments, is the infallible, inspired word of God. Written by human 
authors under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Bible is the ultimate source of doctrine, 
instruction, correction, and reproof.

2 Timothy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Timothy 1:13, Psalm 119:105, Psalm 119:160, Psalm 12:6, Proverbs 30:5, Hebrews 4:12, Romans 8:16, 1 
Corinthians 2:10-16, 1 John 4:6, John 15:26, John 16:13, John 18:37

Humanity
Humanity is made in the image of God. Because we are made in His image, we are unique among creation 
and have special worth derived from our maker. Made in God’s image, He defines our identity and we belong 
to Him. Our purpose cannot be separated from Him

Genesis 1:27, Psalm 8:3-6, Isaiah 53:6, Mark 12:17, Romans 3:23, Colossians 1:21, Isaiah 59:1-2

Salvation
Jesus is the only way to God. There is no other way of salvation. By trusting in Jesus, we are saved from the 
curse and penalty of sin and can enjoy an abundant, eternal life that begins when we believe

Acts 4:12, John 14:6, Galatians 3:10-13, John 17:3, John 1:12-13, Ephesians 2:1-10, Titus 3:1-5, Galatians 3:25-26, John 3:3, Romans 5:1-11, 
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Romans 10:9-13, 1 Peter 1:4 



Partner with us.
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Eternal Security
Because God gives eternal life through Jesus Christ, believers are secure in their salvation for eternity. 
Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by a Christian’s self-effort. It is the grace and 
eternal power of God that gives this security. We are assured of our salvation based on the character of God 
who can never lie.

John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12, Hebrews 7:25, Hebrews 10:10-14, 1 Peter 1:3-5

Eternity
We were created to exist forever. Those who follow Christ will exist eternally together with Christ in the 
kingdom of heaven. Those who do not know Christ will be separated from God in eternal torment.

John 3:16, 1 John 2:25, John 5:11-13, Romans 6:23, Revelation 20:15, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matthew 24:36, Matthew 24:42, Matthew 25:13, 
Hebrews 9:26-28

Why We Gather
God promises when two or three are gathered, He is present among us in a special way. 

Matthew 18:20, Acts 7:48, Ezekiel 44:16, Hebrews 10:24-25, Romans 10:17

You can partner with us in many different ways:

Prayer
Commit to joining us in prayer for the city of Murfreesboro, the people we are 
reaching, and for our team. Pray that God’s hand would be on all that we do, that we 
would seek him first, and that He would go before us preparing the way.

Financially
Starting a church takes a lot of resources. Please consider partnering with us 
financially through a one time gift or recurring giving to Forward Church.

Launch
We are looking for people who would be willing to help us launch Forward Church. If 
you feel that God is calling you to use your gifts and talents to build to local church we 
would love to hear from you.

Find information on how to partner with us at 
www.goforwardchurch.online/launch




